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Review of the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies
The Institute has established a Review Committee, as a sub- 
committee of its Board, to review its present and future role. 
The terms of reference and membership are as follows.
TERMS OF REFERENCE
'To review the current structure, management and academic 
performance, activities and objectives of the Institute and to furnish 
a report and recommendations to the Chairman of the Board of the 
Institute in time for consideration by the Board at its meeting in 
May 1999.'
MEMBERSHIP
  Professor R Goode (Chairman)
  Professor H Beale
  Professor P Davies
Conference on global cybercrime
Global cybercrime is causing worldwide concern due to its 
rapid growth and practice and its implications for corporate, 
computer and national security. Criminals are exploiting 
international information networks, which affect every business 
from finance to law, from insurance to defence, from industry 
to communications.
A two-day conference on global cybercrime was held at the 
Royal Society on 12 and 13 November 1998. Organised by 
Mackenzie Kinmont Conferences in association with the 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, the conference was the firstO '
one of its kind in Europe.
Conference chairman Sir Kenneth Warren opened with 
comments highlighting the real threat that cybercrime poses to 
international economies and then introduced Lord Williams of 
Mostyn QC, Minister of State at the Home Office, who referred 
to the measures currently being taken by the British government 
to tackle computer crime.
A number of distinguished international experts were 
involved, including Professor Barry Rider, Director of the 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, University of London, who 
presented a discussion paper entitled 'The limits of the law'. 
This focused on the implications of money-laundering processes
  Professor Hazel Genn
  Lord Justice Mummery
  Professor Genevra Richardson
  Professor Sir David Williams
The Chairman of the Committee now invites the submission 
of written evidence from interested individuals and 
organisations within the constituencies served by the Institute.
Submissions should be sent in confidence to:
The Secretary to the IALS Review Committee
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies
Charles Clore House
17 Russell Square
LONDON WCIB SDR
to be received no later than 15 January 1999.
and the way forward in terms of combating organised crime 
factions and their laundering operations. Professor Rider 
stressed the need to extract the profits from subversive and 
criminal factions, if society is to stand any chance of effectively 
discouraging criminal and abusive conduct which produces 
wealth, or allows power and prestige to be acquired through its 
profits. Jason Haines, also from the IALS, presented a paper 
entitled 'Global cybercrime   new toys for the money 
launderers', highlighting future trends in financial crime and the
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dangerous growth of the use of technology by criminal groups.
Other distinguished speakers included Professor Fletcher 
Baldwin, Director of the Centre for International Financial 
Crime Studies, University of Florida, who discussed 'The law of 
cybercrime, encryption and privacy' from a US perspective. Dr 
James Backhouse, Director of the Computer Security Research 
Centre, London University, spoke on 'The vulnerability of IT 
systems to attack', and Dr Alena Ledeneva of Cambridge 
University provided an insight into 'The Russian electronic 
threat to commerce', v
Jason Haines
Research Fellow, IALS
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The Commonwealth Law Library
A project to catalogue the Commonwealth Law Library was 
completed successfully in 1998. The Commonwealth Law 
Library was the unique collection of Commonwealth legislation 
amassed by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and its 
predecessor departments. The collection was transferred to the 
Institute Library under trust deed in 1992. It complements the 
strong Commonwealth law holdings of the Institute.
The combination of collections, now known together as the 
Commonwealth Law Library, is an unrivalled treasure house of 
materials both historical and contemporary. A few random 
examples will give a flavour. There are signed copies of early 
legislation bearing the governor's seal from several jurisdictions. 
There is legislation from the early provincial councils of New 
Zealand: Auckland, Canterbury, Nelson, New Munster,
An article by Dr F M Buonaiuti on the subject of a 'proper law' 
ot tort on the Internet appears in this issue at p.28
Southland, Taranaki (New Plymouth) and Wellington. There are 
rare copies of legislation from Heligoland (or Helgoland), the 
North Sea island which formed part of the subject matter of the 
Heligoland-Zanzibar Treaty of 1890 between Britain and 
Germany. There is even a set of correspondence on judicial dress 
throughout colonial territories in the 1950s. In all nearly ten 
thousand volumes, some of which contain five or ten or more 
years of legislation.
The collection was initially uncatalogued and placed alongside 
the Institute materials; it was of value but extremely difficult to 
use effectively. It was beyond the means of the Library to record 
all the volumes and bring the collections together 
into a single research resource. However, in 1995, 
a grant was obtained under a new funding scheme 
for specialised research collections of national 
importance operated by the Joint Information 
Systems Committee of the Higher Education Funding 
Councils. Although the funding scheme was limited to 
the humanities, the awards committee was convinced 
of the historical importance of the collection. The 
Institute is most grateful for the funding which has 
allowed us to make this unique collection properly 
available to researchers. We are also grateful to those 
academic lawyers who lent their vital support to the 
project, in particular Dr Robert Stevens, Master of 
Pembroke College, Oxford, who wrote as a referee on 
our behalf.
Many volumes were in the form of loose gazetted legislation 
and the FCO had already bound many others from loose pieces 
of legislation. In many cases, we have been able to ascertain the 
degree of completeness of volumes by comparison with our own 
holdings, with those of other libraries, or by research of printed 
sources. In some cases we have compiled complete volumes 
from several sources. For example, the Library has built up close 
relations with the Alax-Planck-Institut fur ausldndisches und 
Internationales Privatrecht who have supplied some missing material 
and in turn taken some duplicate material for their collection. 
The Institute Library has invested heavily in binding these 
volumes over the past year.
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The online catalogue
The online catalogue contains everything added to the Library since 1981 
and considerable amounts of earlier acquisitions. Under this grant hitherto 
uncatalogued materials were added to the online catalogue. However, the 
Institute Library still has much research material, some unique and some not 
available elsewhere in Europe, which appears only in the card catalogues. 
It is a matter of regret that law in general was not eligible for funds for 
retrospective cataloguing in the original round of funding. A further bid will 
be made to the Funding Councils to enable us to complete our online 
catalogue in the near future.
The objectives of the project were to catalogue the collection 
to allow researchers to discover the holdings online and to 
integrate the collection both in the catalogues and on the shelf 
with the existing strong complementary Institute 
Commonwealth collection.
All the materials in the collection of Commonwealth law 
transferred from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office are 
now catalogued. The library installed a new online catalogue in 
1995, which is now available on the World Wide Web at 
http://library.sas.ac.uk. Over a thousand complex bibliographic 
records, representing thousands of volumes, were created for the 
online catalogue. The material is almost all in serial form and 
there is often an extensive run of volumes for each record. 
Detailed volume by volume records were entered into library 
registers, which are a valuable resource at the Institute Library 
for detailed research. These registers are arranged by 
jurisdiction, then by type of legislation and then chronologically.
The collection has been fully assimilated and integrated with 
our own collections on the shelves using our law classification 
scheme. Older material of considerable value has now been 
removed to our on-site reserve collection. The collection itself is 
much easier to use. Duplicate sequences have been merged and 
the material has full location marks.
Nigel Boeg worked as the cataloguer on the project under the 
supervision of June Tomlinson, Head of the Cataloguing Section 
of the Library. He worked almost throughout the project from 
1995 to 1998 with one interval while he worked at the Prague 
office of the Organisation for Co-operation and Security in 
Europe. He gained valuable expertise which, we have learned, is 
not generally available in this specialist area.
The Institute already operates as a national research collection 
well known and respected by academic lawyers in the UK and 
world-wide. The Library is available to all university staff and 
postgraduate research students from any university without 
charge and is committed to providing a national service and 
maintaining its specialist collections. Researchers of 
Commonwealth law already use the collection in considerable 
numbers.
The collection has attracted both additional UK use and the 
international attention of scholars and librarians. In the USA, 
the Institute is involved in a Consortium of Research Libraries 
task force on foreign official gazettes. The Institute Library is 
also participating in a microfilming project run by the Law 
Library Microfilm Consortium, which also involves the libraries 
of Columbia, Harvard and Yale law schools, Los Angeles County 
Law Library and several others. As another example, arising 
from a recent enquiry about the collection, we have been able to 
assist a law revision project in Anguilla. We hope to be able to 
assist many more researchers in future.  
Nigel Boeg and Jules Winterton
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